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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION III 

Wheeling Office - Methodist Bldg. 
1060 Chap line Street, Suite 303 

Wheeling, West Virginia 26003-2995 

SUBJECT: TSCA Section 6e (PCB) Inspection Report DATE: 01/06/00 
BGF Industries, Inc., Altavista, VA 

FROM: David W. Barto (3ES12) ,_(}6 
Environmental Scientist, Wheeling Operations Section 

THRU: Scott McPhilliamy (3ES12) 
Environmental Scientist, Wheeling Operations Section 

TO: Charlene Creamer (3WC33) 
PCB Compliance Coordinator, Toxics Enforcement and TRI Section 

RECEIVED 
[ ., - '~ • ! 

· .. ·:;,: 11r BRANCH 
'. ,.,. ,: .c O rl I I I 



TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT - SECTION 6e INSPECTION REPORT 

BGF Industries, Inc., Altavista, VA 

December 15, 1999 

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region III 
Wheeling, West Virginia 



Facility: BGF Industries, Inc. 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT 
SECTION 6e (PCB) INSPECTION REPORT 

401 Amherst Ave. 
Altavista, VA 24517-1513 

telephone: (804) 369-4751 

[Report contains no CBI] 

Date of Inspection: 12/15/99 

Facility Representatives: Herman Rogers, Plant Mgr. 
John Hudson, Plant Eng. 
Remonia Davis, Environmental Mgr. 
Mark Brumfield, Personnel Mgr. 
Eric Shertzer, ATC Associates Inc. 
Paul Warm us, ATC Associates Inc. 

V ADEQ Representatives: Mike Scanlon 
Gary Phillips 

EPA Representative: David Barto 
Scott Rice 

Reason for Inspection: This inspection was conducted as a part of an investigation of possible sources of PCBs 
found in fish tissue and sediment in the Roanoke (Staunton) River. 

Inspection: Prior to initiating the inspection, the TSCA Notice oflnspection and TSCA Confidentiality Notice 
were presented. No CBI claims have been made. 

BGF Industries, Inc., manufactures fiberglass fabrics. BGF Industries, Inc., was established in 1988 at the 
current facility. Prior to BGF Industries, the facility was owned by Burlington Industries Inc. The facility 
currently employs approximately 670 persons. 

BGF Industries, Inc., currently utilizes 133 PCB large capacitors. No other oil-filled electrical equipment is 
currently utilized. Transformers in the facility are dry-type. The PCB capacitors displayed the PCB mark ML 
on the frames or exteriors of their installations. Two of the capacitors are spares. Attachment #4 is the facility's 
inventory of capacitors, including non-PCB capacitors. 

BGF Industries, Inc., has not disposed of any PCBs or PCB items prior to 1999. However, the previous owner, 
Burlington Industries, disposed of nine PCB capacitors in 1983 (see Attachment# 7 - 1984 Annual Report). 



BGF Industries, Inc., has prepared inventories of the PCB capacitors in the facility in 1989, 1990 and 1999 (see 
Attachments #4- 6), but have not prepared PCB Annual Reports for other years from 1991 through 1998. The 
discrepancy of the number of PCB capacitors between the years 1990/1991 and 1999 is that eight non-PCB 
capacitors were counted as PCB in 1990 and 1991 inventories. The previous owner, Burlington Industries, 
prepared annual reports from 1979 through 1984 (see Attachment #7). BGF representatives stated that the PCB 
capacitors are inspected monthly. 

The previous owner, Burlington Industries, purchased PCB heat transfer fluid from Monsanto in 1971. The 
PCB heat transfer fluid was used in a drier in the facility for finishing cloth. The drier was removed in 1974 by 
Burlington Industries. In 1998, BGF, through a contractor, ATC Associates, Inc., conducted an assessment of 
the facility for potential environmental contamination. This assessment found evidence of underground storage 
tanks and of one that had contained heat transfer fluid. The tank that contained the heat transfer fluid had been 
removed in 1986 by Burlington along with two other underground storage tanks. BGF reported that the heat 
transfer tank had a capacity of 1,000 gallons. A second phase investigation by the contractor, in 1998, found 
Aroclor 1248 in soil borings in the area where the heat transfer tank had been. BGF reported the PCB 
contamination to V ADEQ and EPA in 1998. The PCB concentrations ranged from 390 ppm to 1700 ppm. 
BGF submitted a site assessment report to EPA ( Waste & Chemical Management Division) in April , 1999, and 
requested less stringent or alternative cleanup measures. EPA has determined that further characterization of the 
site is required. V ADEQ visited the facility in October, 1999, and collected samples for PCB analysis. Their 
results showed low levels of PCBs on BGF property and higher levels (up to 1239 ppm) in a ravine connected to 
BGF's property. 

During this inspection, the areas where the drier, boiler and underground storage tank for the heat transfer 
system were located were visited by EPA and V ADEQ. Also, offsite areas where V ADEQ found PCB 
contamination were visited. The source of the PCB contamination on and off the facility is believed to be the 
heat transfer system that was removed in 1974, but it is not known whether the specific source is the 
underground storage tank, the boiler or some other location. The amount of PCB heat transfer fluid spilled and 
when it was spilled is unknown. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

1. TSCA Notice oflnspection 
2. TSCA Confidentiality Notice 
3. Receipt of Samples and Documents 
4 - 6. Annual Inventories (1989, 1990 and 1999) 
7. Burlington Industries PCB Annual Reports (1979 - 1984) 
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TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT 
PCB INSPECTION REPORT 

(Summary of Findings) 

Facility: BGF Industries, Inc., Altavista, VA 

Inspection Date: December 15, 1999 

EPA Inspectors: David Barto 
Scott Rice 

Summary: BGF Industries, Inc., currently utilizes 133 PCB large capacitors. Annual Reports or Inventories 
covering the use of the PCB capacitors were not prepared for the years 1991 through 1998. 

The prior owner of the facility, Burlington Industries, used a drier that used PCB heat transfer fluid. The drier 
was removed in 1974 by Burlington. A 1,000 gallon underground storage tank that contained the heat transfer 
fluid was removed in 1986 by Burlington. BGF has found PCB contamination in the area where the 
underground storage tank was located (up to 1700 ppm). V ADEQ has collected soil samples on and off site and 
found PCBs at low levels on site and at higher levels (up to 1239 ppm) off site. Further characterization has 
been requested by EPA. 



&EPA 
, ENVIRON~ENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, DO 20460 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT 

NOTICE OF INSPECTION 
1. INVESTIGATION IDENTIFICATION 2. TIME 3. FIRM NAME 

otzhs/99 I 1NsPEcToR No. I DAILY sEa. No. 

4. INSPECTOR ADDRESS 

1060 Chapline St. 
Wheeling, WV 26003 

BGF Industries Inc. 

5. FIRM ADDRESS 

401 Amherst Ave. 
Altavista, VA 24517 

REASON FOR INSPECTION 

Under the authority of Section 11 of the Toxic Substances Control Act: 

Form Approved 
0MB No. 2070-0007 
Expires 3-31-88 

~ For the purpose of inspecting (including taking samples, photographs, statements, and other inspection activities) an establish­
ment, facility, or other premises in which chemical substances or mixtures or articles containing same are manufactured, proc­
essed or stored, or held before or after their distribution in commerce (including records, files, papers, processes, controls, and 
facilities) and any conveyance being used to transport chemical substances, mixtures, or articles containing same in connection 
with their distribution in commerce (including records, files, papers, processes, controls, and facilities) bearing on whether the 
requirements of the Act applicable to the chemical substances, mixtures, or articles within or associated with such premises or 
conveyance have been complied with. 

D In addition, this inspection extends to (Check appropriate blocks): 

DA. Financial data 

D 8. Sales data 

0 C. Pricing data 

DD. Personnel data 

D E. Research data 

The nature and extent of inspection of such data specified in A through E above is as follows; 

I 

INSPECTOR SIGNATURE 

aP46P'.z? 
RECIPIE•":lTSI ATURE K 

r/7, -· ---... .... ... y-

NAM!::: 

David Barto 

I I (LI: OAn: SIGNl:::0 

Env. Scientist 

EPA fOffll 7740-3 (12-82t •u.s. -T Pltllft'IIIG OFFICE, 1913-661-193 

DATE SIGNED 

1¥~/n 
INSPECTION FILE 



Date 

Form Approved 

&EPA 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 

Washington, D.C. 20460 
Toxic Substances Control Act 

0MB No. 2070-0007 
Approval Expires 10-31-92 

1 rt I , r- I",,... 

TSCA INSPECTION CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
The public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response. This estimate 
includes time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the needed data. and 
completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect 
of this collection of information to the Chief, Information Policy Branch (PM-223), US Environmental Protection Agency, 401 
M Street, SW, Washington, DC 20460, and to the Office of Information and Regulatoly Affairs, Office of Management and 
Budget. Washington, DC 20503, marked ATTENTION: Desk Officer for EPA. 

1. Investigation Identification 2. Firm Name 

l'nspector No. 'Daily Seq. No. BGF Industries Inc. 

4. Firm Address 

David Barto 401 Amherst Ave. 
Altavista, VA 24517 5. Inspector Address 

1060 Chapline St. 
Wheeling, WV 26003 

6. Chief Executive Officer Name 

7. Trite 

TO ASSERT A CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS INFORMATION CLAIM 

It is possible that EPA will receive public requests for release of the 
information obtained during inspection of the facility above. Such requests 
wm be handled by EPA in accordance with provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Ad (FOIA), 5 USC 552; EPA regulations issued thereunder, 40 
CFR Part 2; and the Toxic Substances Control Ad (TSCA), Section 14. EPA 
is required to make inspection data available in response to FOIA requests 
uni- the Administrator of the Agency determines that the data contain 
infonnation entitled to confidential treatment or may be withheld from 
""-under other exceptions of FOIA. 

Arr, or all the Information collected by EPA during the inspection may be 
claimed confidential if it relates to trade secrets or commercial or financial 
matters that you consider to be confidential business information. If you 
-1 a CBI claim, EPA will discloee the information only to the extent, and 
by means of the procedures set forth in the regulations (cited above) 
gowrnlng EPA's treatment of confidential business information. Among 
other things, the regulations require that EPA notify you In advance of 
publicly disclosing any Information you have claimed as confidential 
bus!.- information. 

A confidential business information (CBI) claim may be asserted at any 
time. You may assert a CBI claim prior to, during, or after the Information is 
collected. The declara1ion form was developed by the Agency to assist you 
In asserting a CBI claim. If it is more convenient for you to assert a CBI 
claim on your own slationery or by marking the Individual documents or 
samples "TCSA confidential business information,• it is not -,y for 
you to use this form. The inspector wiH be glad to answer any questions 
you may have regarding the Agency's CBI procedures. 

While you may claim any collected Information or sample as confidential 
business information, such claims are unlikely to be upheld If they are 
challenged unless the information meets the following criteria: 

1. Your company has taken measures to protect the 
confidentiality of the Information, and it intends to continue to 
take such measures. 

TO BE COMPLETED BY FACILITY OFFICIAL RECEMNG THIS NOTICE: 

I have received and read the notice. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

The inforination is not. and has not been, reasonably obtainable 
without your company's consent by other persons {other than 
governmental bodies) by use of legitimate means (other than 
discovery based on showing of special need in a judicial or 
quasi-judicial proceeding). 

The Information is not publ"ICly available elsewhere. 

Disclosure of the Information would cause substantial harm to your 
company's competitive position. 

At the completion of the inspection, you will be given a receipt for all 
documents, samples, and other materials collected. At that time, you may 
make claims that IIOffl8 or all of the information is confidential business 
information. 

If you are not authorized by your company to -ri a CBI claim, this notice 
will be sent by certified mail, along with the receipt for documents, smnples, 
and other materials to the Chief Executive Officer of your firm within 2 days 
of this date. The Chief Executive Officer must return a statement specifying 
any Information which should receive confidential treatment. 

The statement from the Chief Executive Officer should be addressed to: 

and mailed by registered, return-receipt requested 111811 within 7 calendar 
days of receipt of the Notice. Claims may be made any time after the 
Inspection, but lnspecdon dala will not be entenJd Into the special NCUrity 
system for TSCA confidential business lnformalion unlit an offidal 
confidentiaflly claim is made. The dala will be handled under the agency's 
routine eecurlty system unless and until a claim Is made. 

If there is no one on the ~ of the facility who is authori1J9d lo make 
business oonlldentiallty claims for the firm, a copy of this Notice and other 
inspection materials wiH be Nr1t to the company's chief execullve officer. I 
there Is another company offidal who should also NIC8ive this lnfonnaliol., 
please designate below. 

Certification 
I cert!fy th~,~· statements I have made on this form and all attachments thereto are true, accurate, and complete. I acknowledge that 8ffl/ 
k '"' •- or misleading statement may be punishable by fine or imprisonment or both under llDDlicable law. 

EPA 77'10-4 Rev (8-411) / 
Inspection File 



t I:, .cNVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

&EPA 
WASHINGTON, DC 20460 Form Approved. 

TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT 0MB No. 2070--0007 
Approval expires 3-31-88 

RECEIPT FOR SAMPLES AND DOCUMENTS 
• 

1. INVESTIGATION IDENTIFICATION 2. FIRM NAME 

DATE INSPECTOR NO. 'DAILY SEQ. NO. ;3r;-,c 7'1t:1"".rr,,.:.1 /Z//5/99 
• 13. IN~'-" 1 "" ADORE~ 14. t-1nM AUUHc<><> 

/rt ('c, r:-'hpi// ,,..:._ ,4..;s-- '7""~/ ,4 Y1-t /2 ( ,-,rf .4V). 

Nhu/.l ,. wv Z,GPf; 41 /r,, t ,.r fv. ti ft , 

The documents and samples of chemical substances and/or mixtures described below were collected in connection with the 
administration and enforcement of the Toxic Substances Control Act. 

RECEIPT OF THE DOCUMENT(S) AND/OR SAMPLE(S) DESCRIBED IS HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGED: 

NO. DESCRIPTION 

/ c-''1'7 9' /7'" - /c:,6 C:1/({r;,/,,.. i.1j (t 'rc:r:l) 

I .. /#~.,,, /r.rf {;· 1/ t5 /'lo/) 
,. 1'1 - I o/1/( J'ff7 /C'fVJ .,#. ) ,.,, 

\! j ,A~nv1.., / ,..r vt 1!"'1-lf"1 t<>ic s - lo/~ cv/(~ I J 

I .. ~ 7,., T /-!-fvt I /...t (i7h) 

~ ft..cfo3 .-~t.s .::, 

OPTIONAL: 

DUPLICATE OR SPLIT SAMPLES: REQUESTED AND PROVIDED 0 NOT REQUEST,D 0 -INSPECTOR SIGNATURE 

dl~o~ 
REC,.OEN;;rAT~ 

f ..... 

NAME NAME~:J 0;~ o~c1 {Pa,t"il 
r r fLI: DAI 1: Sl\;INl:D 1 IILE u"''" ::ih,:,1,,;:U 

/4v. .Jc.:' /y/s/~r D~M~ JJ./s--;111 
EPA Form 7740-1 (12-82) 

INSPECTOR'S FILE 



Attachment #4 

1999 PCB Inventory 
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Attachment #5 

1990 PCB Inventory 
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LOCATIO!f OP PCB CAPACITORS I1f SERVICE 

7=-fr-96 
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..... SPECIAL PllODUC'iS 
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~~.~-
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Attachment #6 

1989 PCB Inventory 
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LOCATION OP' PCB CAPACil'ORS IN SERVICE 
J-'2.4-99 
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SPECIAL PRODUC"IS 
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Attachment #7 

Burlington PCB Annual Reports 1979 - 1984 



( . \ 

' 

PCB A.::mUAL REPORT 7/13/84 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS IN SERVICE 

NO CONTAINER & CONTENT WT. KG. SIZE 

26 Pyronol 1051.8 50 KVA.t..1. 23" X 13" X 4~11 

2 Inerteen 71. 8 20 KVAR 13~" X 13\" X 6" 
23 Inerteen 721.4 15 KVAR 13\" :X: 13\ X 4" 
82 Inerteen 2124. 15 KVAR 131:i" X 13\" X S" 

133 3969.0 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS OUT OF SERVICE 

NONE - 9 PCB Capacitors, noted under this heading in the 1983 PCB Report, 
were shipp~d for disposal on 8/23/83. See shipment docunents attached 
under this section for "PCBs". 



' 

' 

PCB ANNUAL REPORT 

1983 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS IN SERVICE 

NO 

26 
2 

23 
82 

133 

CONTAINER & CONTENT 

Pyranol 
' Inerteen 

Inerteen 
Inerteen 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS OUT OF SERVICE 

NO LOCATION & DATE REMOVED 

6 (4) Throwing (2) W. R, 10/17 /79 
1 Throwing 2/2/81 
1 Switch Room 2/2/81 
1 Switch Room 7/7/81 

9 

WT. KG. 

1051.8 
71.8 

721.4 
2124. 

3969.0 

C & C 

In. 
In. 
In. 
Py. 

7/1/83 

SIZE 

50 KVAR 
20 KVAR 
15 KVAR 
15 KVAR 

23" X 13" X 4\" 
13\" X 13\" X 6 11 

13%" X 13\" X 4" 
13\" X 13~" X 5" 

WT. KG. §E.! 

188.2 
31.4 
25.9 
40.5 

286. 

15 KVAR 13~" X 13\" X 5 11 

15 KVAR 13\" X 13\" X 5" 
15 KVAR 13%" X 13\" X 4" 
50 KVAR 23 11 X 13 11 X 4\" 



/ , 
( ,. 

"f"'· ,(-?·::. 
·.. . I 

I . 

' 
PCB ANNUAL REPORT 

1982 

. PCB TYPE CAPACITORS IN SERVICE 

NO 

26 
2 

23 
82 

133 

CONTAINER & CONTENT 

Pyranol 
Inerteen 

, Inerteen 
Inerteen 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS OUT OF SERVICE 

NO LOCATION & DATE REMOVED 

6 (4) Throwing (2) W.R. 10/17 /79 
1 Throwing 2/2/81 
1 Switch Room 2/2/81 
1 Switch Room 7 /7 /81 

9 

WT. KG. 

1051.8 
71.8 

721.4 
2124. 

3969. 0 

C & C 

In. 
In. 
In. 
Py. 

7/1/82 

SIZE 

50 KVAR 
20 KVAR 
15 KVAR 
15 I<VAR 

23" X 13" X 4\" 
13 ~II X 13\" X 6" 
13\" X 13\" X 4" 
13\U X 131!" X 5" 

WT. KG. SIZE 

188.2 
31.4 
25.9 
40.5 

286. 

15 KVAR 13~" X 13\" X 5" 
15 KVAR 13\" X 13\" X 5" 
15 KVAR 13\" X 13\" X 4" 
50 KVAR 23" X 13" X 4½" 



' 
118/82 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS IN SERVICE 

NO CONTAINER & CONTENT WT. KG. SIZE 

26 Pyranol 1051.8 50 KVAR 23" X 13 11 X 4\" 
2 Inerteen 71. 8 20 KVAR 13~" X 13\ 11 X 6" 

23 Inerteen 721.4 15 KVAR 13\" X 13\" X 4" 
R"' v.!.. Inerteen 2124. 15 ~(:-JAR 13\" X 13\" X 5" 

133 3969.0 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS OUT OF SERVICE 

NO LOCATION & DATE RE~ITTVED C & C WT. KG. SIZE 

6 (4) Throwing (2) w. R. 10/17/79 In. 188.2 15 KVAR 13\" X 13\" X 5' 
1 Throwing 2/2/81 In. 31.4 15 KVAR 13~" X 13\" X 5' 
1 Switch Room 2/2/81 In. 25.9 15 KVA...~ 13½" X 13lr" X 4' 
1 Switch Room 7/7181 Py. 40.5 50 h.'VAR 23" X 13'' X 4\" 

9 286. 



NO, 

27 
2 

23 
82 

134 

NO, 

6 
1 
1 

8 

' 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS IN SERVICE 

CONTAINER & CONTENT WT, KG. SIZE 

Pyranol 1092.3 50 KVAR 
Inerteen 71.8 20 KVAR 
Inerteen 721.4 15 KVAR 
Inerteen 2124. 15 K:.JAR 

4009.5 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS OUT OF SERVICE 

CONTAINER & CONTENT 

Inerteen 
Inerteen 
Inerteen 

WT. KG, 

188.2 
31.4 
25.9 

245.5 

----
DATE REMOVED 

10/17/79 
2/2/81 
212'81 

1981 

23" X 13" X 4\" 
13\." X 13\" X 6" 

l . ' 
131," X 13¼" X e14' - . ~ 

13\ 11 X 13\" X Ir' 5 

SIZE 

15 KVAR 13\" X 13\" X 5 11 

15 KVAR 13\" X 13\" X 5" 
15 KVAR 13~" X 13\" X 4" 



NO. 

27 
2 

24 
83 

136 

NO. 

6 

' 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS IN SERVICE ---

CONTAINER & CONTENT WT. KG. SIZE 

Pyranol 1092.2 50 KVAR 
Inerteen 71.8 20 KVAR 
Inerteen 752.7 15 KVAR 
Inerteen 2150. 15 KVAR 

4066.7 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS OUT OF SERVICE 

CONTAINER & CONTENT 

Inerteen 

WT. KG. 

183.2 

DATE REMOVED 

10117 /79 

1980 

23" X 13" X 4½" 
13\" X 13¾" X 6 11 

/( 

13\" X 13\-_" X $1 1 4 - .. // 

13\" X 131 11 X .1(' 1 !f 

SIZE 

15 KVAR 13Ji" X 13\" X 5' 



' 
1979 

PCB TYPE CAPACITORS IN SERVICE 

NO. CONTAINER & CONTENT WT. KG. SIZE 

27 Pyranol 1092. 2 50 KVAR 23" X 13" X 41,11 
1 

2 Inerteen 71. 8 20 KVAR 13\ 11 X 13\" X 6" 
30 Inerteen 940.9 15 KVAR 13\" V 13~'1 X 21" f'' A 

It 

83 Inerteen 2150. 1.5 KVAR 13\" V 13\" X k15 , ... 

142 4254.9 




